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THE THREE MAIN STYLES OF TEMPLE 
ARCHITECTURE RECOGNIZED BY 
THE SILPA-SASTRAS. 

By F. H. Gravely, d.sc a xd T. N. Ramachandran, m.a., 

Govern meat Museum, Madras. 

The object of this paper is to correct, in the light of literal translations of the 
original texts, the current identification of the Novara, Vtsara and DrBvifa styles of 
temple architecture. As what has been called Nagara by recent authors proves to be 
really Vesara, we have had to consider at some length the real identity of the Nagara 
style; and this has necessitated the inclusion of a brief account of the development and 
affinities of early Chalukyan and other temples with square sikhara. 

A summary of our conclusions is given on pp. 22-26. 

On p-502 of his “Dictionary of Hindu Architecture M P. K. Acharya says with 
reference to the Suprabheddgama “ According to this Agama the buildings of the Ndgara 
style are quadrangular from the base to the top ; those of the Drdvida style arc octagonal 
from the neck to the top ; and those of the Visara style are round from the neck to the top. 
Apparently the lower part of the buildings of the two latter styles is quadrangular.” 1 
These definitions can only have been intended as brief and convenient indications of 
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